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Abstracts: 
___________________________________________________ 
 
THE PERCEPTUAL ACQUISITION OF PHONOLOGICAL CONTRASTS 
 
Joe Pater 
 University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Christine Stager 
 Thames Valley District School Board, London, Ontario 
Janet Werker 
 University of British Columbia 
 
 Stager and Werker (1997) show that fourteen-month-olds engaged in a word-learning task 
fail to respond to a switch between the minimal pair [bI] and [dI], though they do respond to a 
switch between [lIf] and [nim] in the same task. In this article we show that the [bI]/[dI] results 
extend to stimuli that respect English phonotactics ([bIn] vs. [dIn]), to a voicing contrast ([pIn] 
vs. [bIn]), and to voicing and place combined ([pIn] vs. [dIn]). Our interpretation of these results 
is that when a phonological contrast like place or voicing is first acquired, it remains only par-
tially integrated and can be lost under the processing demands of word learning. We formalize 
partial integration in terms of unranked optimality-theoretic constraints and discuss the predic-
tions of this account for further research. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS OF ENGLISH VERBAL DEPENDENT COORDINATION 
 
Neal Whitman 
 Reynoldsburg, Ohio 
 
 This article investigates coordination of verbal adjuncts and complements in English, con-
sidering coordinations of adjunct with adjunct, complement with complement, and adjunct with 
complement, for both non-WH and WH elements, using the conjunctions or, and, and but. Pre-
vious analyses have never to my knowledge covered all of these cases. It is shown that syntactic 
or (compositional) semantic constraints on coordination fail to cover all the facts, as do ambi-
guity-based explanations. Better (though still incomplete) coverage is provided by an analysis 
based on event semantics and neo-Gricean conversational implicature. 



___________________________________________________ 
 
ON THE GRAMMATICAL STATUS OF NAMES 
 
John M. Anderson 
 Methoni Messinias, Greece 
 
 This article focuses on the relatively neglected grammar of names, including their morpho-
syntax, which has not aroused the kind of interest and controversy associated with the (putative) 
semantics of names. It also focuses on a few Indo-European languages (French, Greek, and 
particularly English), but refers to a wider range of language types. While not an exhaustive ac-
count of the variations in name syntax and morphology, significant variation is nevertheless 
encountered and analyzed. The suggested universal aspects have some plausibility. I propose that 
names belong universally, with pronouns and determiners, to a category of determinative. The 
behavior of names as vocatives and in predications of nomination suggests that they are, unlike 
pronouns and determiners, inherently neither definite nor indefinite. Moreover, in such circum-
stances names do not function as regular arguments of the predicator; they do not bear a 
specified semantic relation to the predicator: they are either EXTRASENTENTIAL or appositive. In 
order to figure as arguments in other types of predication, and be assigned a specified semantic 
relation, names must acquire definiteness. Languages differ in whether definiteness is signaled 
overtly or not: in English, for instance, definite names are not distinguished in form from non-
definite, whereas in Greek definite use of a name is marked by an accompanying article. Other 
languages vary. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
A TYPOLOGY OF CONSONANT AGREEMENT AS CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Sharon Rose 
 University of California, San Diego 
Rachel Walker 
 University of Southern California 
 
 This article presents a typology of consonant harmony or LONG DISTANCE CONSONANT 
AGREEMENT that is analyzed as arising through correspondence relations between consonants 
rather than feature spreading. The model covers a range of agreement patterns (nasal, laryngeal, 
liquid, coronal, dorsal) and offers several advantages. Similarity of agreeing consonants is cen-
tral to the typology and is incorporated directly into the constraints driving correspondence. 
Agreement by correspondence without feature spreading captures the neutrality of intervening 
segments, which neither block nor undergo. Case studies of laryngeal agreement and nasal agree-
ment are presented, demonstrating the model’s capacity to capture varying degrees of similarity 
crosslinguistically. 



___________________________________________________ 
 
THE ENGLISH RESULTATIVE AS A FAMILY OF CONSTRUCTIONS 
 
Adele E. Goldberg 
 Princeton University 
Ray Jackendoff 
 Brandeis University 
 
 English resultative expressions have been a major focus of research on the syntax-semantics 
interface. We argue in this article that a family of related constructions is required to account for 
their distribution. We demonstrate that a number of generalizations follow from the semantics of 
the constructions we posit: the syntactic argument structure of the sentence is predicted by gen-
eral principles of argument linking; and the aspectual structure of the sentence is determined by 
the aspectual structure of the constructional subevent, which is in turn predictable from general 
principles correlating event structure with change, extension, motion, and paths. Finally, the 
semantics and syntax of resultatives explain the possibilities for temporal relations between the 
two subevents. While these generalizations clearly exist, there is also a great deal of idiosyncrasy 
involved in resultatives. Many idiosyncratic instances and small subclasses of the construction 
must be learned and stored individually. This account serves to justify aspects of what we share 
in our overall vision of grammar, what we might call the CONSTRUCTIONAL view. To the extent 
that our treatment of the resultative can be stated only within the constructional view, it serves as 
evidence for this view as a whole. 
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